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Powerful Literacy Instruction
Understanding how to read is not a single leap, but rather a dynamic and interconnected process. 
This is the approach championed by Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ resources—instruction that is 
comprehensive, research-based, and child-centered.

All eight Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ literacy solutions can be used as standalone supplemental 
resources—or seamlessly paired with each other for greater impact. Students are offered multiple 
opportunities to access complex, age- and grade-appropriate texts for powerful whole-group, 
small-group, and independent learning.

See how these classroom literacy 
resources align with the insights 
provided by Scarborough’s 
Reading Rope about how children 
become proficient readers.



From Individual Learners to a 
Community of Readers

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ 
Whole-Group Difference

• Empowering inquiry-based learning

• Engaging, diverse, grade-appropriate topics and themes

• Inviting, community-based learning experience

• Motivating instruction that focuses on knowledge building, comprehension, 
and critical thinking

• Confidence-building for teachers with a clear sequence, easy-to-teach 

lessons, and embedded professional development

Explore Whole-Group 
Literacy Solutions
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Interactive Read-Aloud unlocks the world of literature for students where reading together 
sparks imagination and discussion. Handpicked for their rich content and high engagement, 
our grade-level trade book sets are more than just stories—they’re springboards into building 
student’s knowledge and vocabulary. Interactive Read-Aloud immerses students in complex 
language and sophisticated concepts, inviting them to engage and understand beyond what 
they could read on their own.

Interactive Read-Aloud is a journey into stories that helps build deep comprehension and 
critical thinking. With our diverse and thematic text sets, students don’t just hear stories—they 
engage with them. They learn to think critically about text, to connect with diverse characters 
and settings, and to express their understandings in purposeful classroom discussions.

• Expand Horizons: Our Interactive Read-Aloud 
collection, with 120 titles per grade (PreK–6), is a wealth 
of high-quality, age-appropriate literature designed 
to ignite a passion for reading and open doors to new 
ideas and experiences.

• Enrich Conversations: Each read-aloud session 
is a conversation starter. Essential questions are 
highlighted in every lesson to help students think about 
and connect the underlying themes and big ideas in the 
books they are hearing and discussing. 

• Extend Learning: Each lesson includes “Respond to the 
Text” activities and inquiry projects that help students 
explore each book’s themes and ideas further through 
writing, art, drama, and investigation.

In every Interactive Read-Aloud experience, students navigate the nuances of literacy in a 
structured environment. They don’t just decode text; they decode meaning, context, and 
emotion—laying the groundwork for advanced skills and increased understanding.

Interactive Read
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© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

About This Text Set
The authors of the nonfiction books in this text set have organized factual information into a 
question and answer structure. They engage the reader’s curiosity by posing thought-provoking 
questions about the animal world, and then providing interesting and often surprising answers. 
The questions invite children to share their own thinking, while the answers inspire further 
discussion and exploration.

You might also include the following additional books and resources from the Fountas & Pinnell  
Classroom collection. 
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Nonfiction: Questions and Answers

How do writers 
of nonfiction books 

make information fun and 
interesting to read about?

You can use what 
you know about 

a topic when 
trying to answer 

a question.

There are many 
different ways 

to organize 
information in a 
nonfiction book.

Writers choose an organizational 
structure for a reason. 

Thinking Across Books
While reading the books in this text set, help children make connections across the set, and facilitate 
ways of learning and finding out more about nonfiction books that use a question and answer structure. 

■■ How are all of these books alike? How are they different?

■■ What kinds of questions do the authors of these books pose?  

■■ What personal connections did you make to the information in these books?             

Essential Question and Big Ideas
Engage children by keeping this essential question and these big ideas in mind as you read and talk about 
the texts in this set. Be sure to use language appropriate for the grade level. This question can also be 
explored through a variety of inquiry projects, including the suggested projects on the next page.

What If You Had Animal Teeth? What Do You Do When Something Wants to Eat You? 

A Cool Summer TailAnimals Black and White Best Foot Forward What Do You Do With a Tail Like This?

FPC_IRA_G1_Inquiry-Card_2pp_Nonfiction-QandA_Sample.indd   1 6/8/2017   5:11:50 PM

Stories Unbound:  

Build Knowledge with 
Interactive Read-Aloud

What is interactive read-aloud 
and why is it important?

Scan to read a related blog post now.

WHOLE-GROUP LEARNING



GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS
Get the complete, comprehensive grade-level 

collections for your school.

Available for:

• Grade PreK: 120 titles

• Grade K: 120 titles

• Grade 1: 120 titles

• Grade 2: 120 titles

• Grade 3: 120 titles

• Grade 4: 120 titles

• Grade 5: 120 titles

• Grade 6: 120 titles 

TEXT SET COLLECTIONS
Build a collection over time or purchase 

replacements with pre-configured, 

grade-specific text sets for individual 

purchase. Each text set comes with 

accompanying Lesson Folders and an 

Inquiry Overview Card.

Steps in an Author or Illustrator Study
Students will need plenty of opportunity to explore the texts in this set - both on their own or in 
groups or pairs, and during read-aloud time. As they become more familiar with the steps in an author 
or illustrator study, they will learn how to notice characteristics common to a particular author or 
illustrator's work. Below are the basic steps in an author or illustrator study.  

1.  Take students on a quick “tour” of the books in this set, pointing out some of the notable
characteristics of the author or illustrator’s work.

2.  Allow students time to look through the books and discuss what they notice with a partner.

3.  Read each book in the set aloud to the class and discuss what you notice.

4.  After you have read all of the books in the set, as well as any others by this author or illustrator,
have students analyze characteristics that are common to the texts, and list the characteristics on
chart paper.
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About This Text Set
For an author or illustrator study, be sure that students think and talk about the meaning of each 
text before looking for characteristics specific to this author or illustrator.

Author and illustrator Janell Cannon is a careful observer of the natural world, and she particularly 
enjoys creating characters based on misunderstood (and often reviled) animals, such as bats, 
hyenas, snakes, and cockroaches. While her books are fiction, they often include additional 
facts to help the reader understand more about the animals on which the characters are based. 
Her depictions of both plants and animals are highly detailed and realistic, and offer readers 
additional insight into the lives of the animals she writes about.

Author/ 
Illustrator Study

Stellaluna Pinduli Crickwing Verdi

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom ™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

FPC_IRA_G3_ICard_1pp_AIS_JanellCannon.indd   1 4/12/2018   12:57:42 PM

Scan or click 
to explore

Interactive Read-Aloud

PURCHASING OPTIONS
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Together We Read: 
Strengthen Literacy 
with Shared Reading

Shared Reading is a gateway to literacy where every student’s voice becomes part of a larger 
symphony of learning. With the impactful difference of an enlarged text, students read aloud 
together during a purposeful “shared” experience that accelerates learning.

Our selection of original big books, smaller book versions, and audiobooks are designed to 
encourage collective reading experiences—laying the foundation for essential reading skills. 
In this collaborative environment, students not only learn the 
mechanics of text but also celebrate the shared joy of reading.

By connecting high-interest texts with digital resources, 
Shared Reading creates a dynamic classroom atmosphere that 
supports diverse learning styles and student needs. 

• Empower Fluent Literacy: Through collective exploration 
of compelling texts, students bolster their fluency, 
comprehension, and foundational reading skills in an 
environment of shared discovery.

• Apply Foundational Skills: Structured phonics and word 
study practice in Grades K-3* anchor Shared Reading, 
where daily practice with vibrant texts nurtures lasting 
literacy skills and fosters confident growth in every 
young reader.

• Combine Digital and Hands-on Learning: With a range 
of digital resources complementing each Shared Reading 
lesson, students experience a comprehensive approach 
to literacy learning that adapts to the needs of any classroom.

Shared Reading turns every page into a collective literacy journey. It is where students 
discover the rhythms of language and the joy of reading in unison, establishing a foundation 
for a lifetime of shared learning and a love for literature.

Shared Reading is available in English for Grades PreK–4 and 
Spanish (Colección de lectura compartida) for Grades PreK–2.

WHOLE-GROUP LEARNING

What are the benefits 
of shared reading?

Scan to read a related blog 
post now.

© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. © 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 
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• Old to New
• a pointer
• highlighter tape
• chart paper and marker

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 
to download digital resources to support 
this lesson, including:
• masking card

Book Old to New

Author Jena Croxford

Genre Nonfiction:  
Expository/Procedural

Summary 
This nonfiction book tells how old things can be made into new things instead of being thrown away. The book ends 
with directions readers can follow to make an old egg carton into a garden.

Messages
One person’s trash may be another person’s treasure. An object’s original use does not have to be its only use. Recycling 
helps to protect our environment by reducing trash.

Goals
Think about the reading behaviors and understandings your children control. Select goals that will develop their 
abilities to think like readers as they process a text. Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum (see the Shared 
and Performance Reading section and also pertinent levels in the Guided Reading section).

Early Literacy Behaviors
■■ Demonstrate full control of early 
reading behaviors.

Searching, Monitoring, 
Correcting Behaviors
■■ With teacher support, use 
features of print to search for and 
use visual information.

■■ Search for information when 
processing simple sentences.

Fluent Reading
■■ Read some words quickly and 
automatically.

■■ Read with phrasing.

Vocabulary and Language 
Development
■■ Use contextual information to 
understand the meaning of new 
words (dump, recycled, treasures, 
containers, hand-me-down).

■■ Understand the meaning of 
simple plurals.

Phonological Awareness/
Phonics/Word Study
■■ Recognize some simple plurals.

■■ Hear syllables in multisyllabic 
words.

Comprehension: Talking and 
Writing About Reading
■■ Through discussion, infer the 
writer’s purpose and message.

■■ Talk about personal connections 
made to content.

■■ Use academic language to talk 
about the text: e.g., author, 
photographer, flaps, heading, 
topic.

■■ Reread to remember something 
from a text in order to draw or 
write about it.

About This Book
GENRE FOCUS This nonfiction text provides information about the trash people create, examples of trash being 
recycled into new things, and procedural instructions for how to turn an egg carton into a garden.

HOW THE BOOK WORKS After an introduction about trash and recycling, left-hand pages describe what can 
be recycled. Flaps on right-hand pages have questions about recycling that readers can lift to reveal the answers.

IMPORTANT CHARACTERISTICS TO NOTICE

■■ Content words related to concepts children can understand and supported by photographs with labels

■■ Flaps that can be lifted to reveal answers to questions

■■ Headings

■■ A simple chart

Engage the children in additional experiences to enhance their appreciation and interpretation of the text.

Art Provide a variety of objects that might otherwise be thrown 
away: magazines, cardboard cereal boxes, bottle caps, scraps of 
colored construction paper, pieces of cloth, toilet paper rolls, egg 
cartons, etc. Have children work independently or with a partner to 
create a trash-to-treasure piece of art. Invite children to share their 
art and explain it to the group.

Independent Writing/Drawing Following the model of the 
directions for the egg carton garden, have children write or draw the 
steps for turning a piece of trash into treasure. It could be the art 
they created in the activity described above or something they read 
in the book.

Shared Writing In the book Old to New, the author mentioned 
some things that can be recycled and made into new things. What 
are some of the things the author described? Let’s make a list of 
things that can go from trash to treasure. Work with children to 
create a list of objects that can be recycled. Create a two-column list. In the left-hand column write 
things that can be recycled and in the right-hand column write what they can be made into. Children 
may suggest items from the book or use their imaginations to add to the list. Using a pointer, reread the 
writing with the children to check the meaning. 

Project Start a classroom recycling project. Use a box or bin to gather objects for recycling. Put a piece of 
chart paper next to it and ask children to sign in their contributions. Decide which items can be repurposed 
and find out where others can be taken for recycling. 

Independent Reading 
Give children the opportunity to read the text independently or with a partner using the big book or small 
book version. 

■■ Have a group of children listen to the text at the listening center, following along in the small  
book version.

■■ Give a group of children the small book version and have them read it in unison.

■■ Have children read the small book to a partner, taking turns reading pages or the whole book.

Connect to Other Books
You may want to take the opportunity to expand children’s knowledge of the topic, form, or genre using 
these texts from the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Shared Reading collection.

■■ Compare Old to New to the book Inventions and Nature. Compare how the authors use headings in 
both books. 

■■ Nonfiction titles that might help children understand why we need to protect the Earth include Rain 
Forest Surprises and Surprises on a Coral Reef.

Assessment
Think about the goals of the lesson and the behavioral evidence you observed. Observe to find evidence 
that children can:

■■ understand and discuss new information about recycling.

■■ search for and talk about information presented in sidebars and graphics.

■■ use new vocabulary in discussion (dump, recycled, treasures, containers, and hand-me-down).

■■ use details in the photos to understand new vocabulary and ideas in the text.

■■ understand and retell step-by-step directions for making an egg carton garden.

1



GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
Get the complete, comprehensive 

grade-level collections for your school.

Spanish digital resources are available as an annual subscription 

for Colección de lectura compartida at Grades K–2 (the first year 

is included with purchase).

*Shared Reading Grades K–3 have been newly updated (©2024). Contact your 

local Heinemann sales rep to purchase or upgrade.

DIGITAL RESOURCES
Access all your essential planning and teaching 

resources on a secure, student-friendly digital 

platform.

• Access an exquisite collection of 250 

original eBook and audiobook titles across 

various grade levels.

• Roster students, create groups, and assign 

eBooks, audiobooks, and digital activities for 

students to access in school or at home.

• At Grades K–3, assign individualized phonics 

activities to students for foundational 

literacy skills practice.

• Enjoy the freedom to download and print 

lessons as you need.

Available in English:

• Grade PreK: 30 titles

• Grade K*: 65 titles

• Grade 1*: 65 titles

• Grade 2*: 30 titles

• Grade 3*: 30 titles

• Grade 4: 30 titles

Available in Spanish:

• Grade PreK: 30 titles

• Grade K: 65 titles

• Grade 1: 65 titles

• Grade 2: 30 titles
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SRVa a necesitar

• Me divierto con mi familia
• un apuntador
• papel para carteles y marcador
• revistas viejas

Libro Me divierto con 
mi familia

Autor Carlos Pérez

Fotógrafo Robert Reynolds

Género No ficción

Resumen 
Un niño dice lo que le gusta hacer con diferentes miembros de su familia, incluyendo su papá, su mamá,  
sus hermanitas, su hermanito, su abuela, su abuelo y sus primos.

Mensajes
Los miembros de una familia pueden divertirse juntos de muchas maneras. Es especial hacer cosas que disfrutas  
con las personas que quieres.

HEINEMANNPortsmouth, NH

Instrumento para la evaluación, planificación y enseñanza

PreK–8Grados  

Fountas&Pinnell

lectoescritura
Continuo de la

ToTaLMENTEe n  e s pa Ñ o l

Reconstrucción en español deThe Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum: A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

EdICIÓN A m p l i A d A Objetivos
Consulte el Continuo de la lectoescritura de Fountas & Pinnell (ver la sección Lectura compartida y lectura 
interpretativa) y elija algunos objetivos. Tenga en cuenta los siguientes:

■■ Primeros hábitos de lectura Comenzar a observar que una palabra está delimitada por el espacio que tiene  
a cada lado.

■■ Buscar, verificar y corregir hábitos de lectura Comenzar a usar características de la letra impresa para buscar  
y usar información visual [letras, palabras, puntos].

■■ Desarrollo lingüístico y de vocabulario Comprender el significado de palabras nuevas que aparecen en la letra 
impresa [columpiarse, primos].

■■ Conciencia fonológica/Fonética/Estudio de palabras Comenzar a observar la letra impresa, especialmente las 
letras en su propio nombre.

■■ Comprensión: Hablar y escribir sobre la lectura Observar y hablar acerca de la información importante en un texto. 
Recordar algo de un texto con el objeto de dibujar o escribir sobre él.

Acerca de este libro
ENFOQUE EN EL GÉNERO Este libro de no ficción sencillo trata sobre las cosas que a un niño le gusta hacer 
con varios miembros de su familia.

CÓMO FUNCIONA EL LIBRO Cada doble página presenta a un miembro de la familia y una actividad, usando 
una estructura de oraciones repetitivas con algunas excepciones: A mi (papá) le gusta (cantar). A mí me encanta 
(cantar) con (él).

CARACTERÍSTICAS IMPORTANTES PARA OBSERVAR:

■■ Fotografías que brindan gran apoyo para comprender el texto

■■ Leyendas que amplían el significado en un texto

■■ Estructura predecible y repetitiva

■■ Tema que es conocido para los niños (la familia)

© 2022 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom TM. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved. 1
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Building Blocks of Literacy: 

Mastering Phonics, Spelling, 
and Word Study

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study helps develop fluent, independent readers and writers in 
Grades PreK-6. Through explicit, inquiry-based lessons, students explore the fundamental 
elements of language, discovering how sounds, letters, and words function together in print.

This comprehensive system is structured around key 
language principles, offering a progression of foundational 
skills that build from the ground up. Students engage 
in whole-group discovery and small-group application, 
strengthening word recognition and an understanding of 
alphabetic principles and language structure.

• Promote Active Learning: With concise, principle-
driven lessons, students participate in hands-on 
activities that make learning phonics, spelling, and 
word study an engaging part of their day.

• Develop Skills Systematically: Carefully organized 
by language principles, the structure of every lesson 
ensures a tailored fit for each grade level, efficiently 
guiding students from early literacy concepts to 
advanced word study.

• Extend Inquiry and Application: Within each lesson, 
interactive hands-on activities provide important 
opportunities for students to apply their learning—
strengthening their understanding and preparing 
them for future literacy learning.

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study lessons are building blocks for a lifetime of literacy, 
offering students the skills to help them decode the world of text around them.

What is the research behind 
effective phonics instruction?

Scan to read a related blog post now.

 
Word Structure: Recognize and Use the Suffixes -able and -ible to Form an Adjective

Plan

XX Consider Your Students
Use this lesson after students have begun to use adjectives with 
the suffixes -able and -ible in their writing and have a clear 
understanding of the difference between base words and word 
roots. To get the most benefit from this lesson, students will also 
need a growing understanding of the meanings of specific word 
roots. (Lessons WMV 22–25, WS 35–38, and WSA 9–10 are 
designed to help students recognize and use a variety of Latin 
and Greek roots.) If your students do not have much experience 
with this type of adjective, you may find it helpful to focus on the 
suffix -able in one lesson and on the suffix -ible in a subsequent 
lesson.

XX Working with English Language Learners
When working with the suffix -able, use the base words (e.g., 
afford) and the new adjectives (e.g., affordable) in multiple 
sentences to provide context for the change in meaning and 
function. English language learners may find it challenging to 
distinguish between base words, which can stand alone, and word 
roots, which cannot. You may wish to work with a small group to 
discuss and sort the cards used in the Apply activity.

YOU WILL NEED

Online Resources
ff WS 29 Action Tags
ff WS 29 Word Cards
ff WS 29 Two-Way Sorts

Other Materials
ff chart paper

EXPLAIN THE PRINCIPLE

Add the suffix -able or -ible to 
some word roots or base words 
to form adjectives.

Add the suffix -able to the end 
of a base word to mean “capable 
of.”

Add the suffix -ible to the end of 
a word root to mean “capable 
of.”

Comprehensive 
Phonics, Spelling, 
and Word Study 
Guide

Refer to:
page 62, row 59

UNDERSTAND THE PRINCIPLE

Many English words can be divided into parts: base words, word 
roots, affixes. A base word is a word in its simplest form, which can 
be modified by adding affixes (e.g., harm, act). A word root is a 
word part, often from Greek or Latin, that carries the essential 
meaning of and is the basis for an English word (e.g., -gen-, -ject-, 
-prim-). Most word roots cannot stand on their own as English 
words. Affixes are groups of letters added to a base word or a word 
root to change its function or add to its meaning. Affixes added to 
the end of base words or word roots are called suffixes. The 
suffixes -able and -ible can be added to base words and word 
roots to create adjectives. Understanding how suffixes contribute 
to meaning helps students solve more complex words and 
expand their vocabulary with greater efficiency.

Recognize and Use the Suffixes -able 
and -ible to Form an Adjective

Generative Lesson
A generative lesson has a simple 
structure that you can use to 
present similar content or 
concepts. Use this lesson 
structure to teach students to 
recognize and use the suffixes 
-able and -ible in a variety of 
words.

Word Structure: Recognize and Use the Suffixes -able and -ible to Form an Adjective 113

 WORD STRUCTURE 29

 EARLY MIDDLE LATE

007246_Fountas_9000_WS29_TXT_APP.indd   113 2/22/2019   10:19:04 AM
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REPLENISH OVER TIME

Ready Resources (PreK-6) 
Lost some of your Ready 

Resources cards and need 

replacements? Purchase the Ready 

Resources box to replenish! 

 

Student Sets (K-6) 
Student word, picture, and letter 

cards at your fingertips! Use 

these generative cards that are 

categorized by content type to 

tailor lessons to meet the needs of 

students in your classroom.

Scan or click 
to explore
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Fountas & Pinnell 

Word Study Lessons
Phonics, Spelling, 
  and Vocabulary
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 Lotto Game Board, aWMV 03

calm plump

cheerful simple

descendant proud

past

interesting

rare

admire

attack kind
dull

slender

cruel

W
ord Study Lessons

            Phonics, Spelling, and Vocabulary

GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
A comprehensive grade-level 

collection for your classroom.

Available for:

• Grade PreK: 100 lessons

• Grade K: 100 lessons

• Grade 1: 100 lessons

• Grade 2: 100 lessons

• Grade 3: 100 lessons

• Grade 4: 105 lessons

• Grade 5: 105 lessons

• Grade 6: 105 lessons

Phonics, Spelling, and Word Study

PURCHASING OPTIONS
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Crafting Writers: 
The Power of  
Writing Minilessons

Writing Minilessons equip educators with tools to guide young writers through the foundational 
aspects of writing, ensuring clarity, purpose, and engagement in their work. Tailored for the 
needs of writers in Grades PreK–6, these brief and explicit lessons streamline the path to 
writing proficiency.

Each book is packed with hundreds of ready-to-use 
minilessons, offering a practical pathway to creativity and 
confidence in young writers. Every minilesson distills complex 
writing concepts into manageable, actionable steps, helping 
students to harness their creative potential while mastering 
the craft of writing.

• Sharpen Writing Skills: Engage students with concise 
lessons that crystallize writing principles, enabling 
them to apply these insights to create texts with 
purpose, imagination, and voice.

• Build a Writing Community: Unite the class with 
a shared language of writing, fostering a vibrant 
classroom environment where every student grows 
and contributes to the richness of learning.

• Bridge Reading and Writing: Connect the dots between reading 
and writing with mentor texts to help anchor writing instruction in 
literature that inspires and educates.

Writing Minilessons transform the writing instruction landscape. They are not just tools; they are 
gateways to a world where every child can find their voice and write their story with confidence.

S
ection 6

: C
ra� 

381Umbrella 3: Reading Like a Writer

WML 1
CFT.U3.WML1

Have a Try

Invite children to talk to a partner about techniques 

they would like to try in their own writing.

Look at the chart. Which of these things would 

you like to try in your writing? Turn and talk to 

your partner about this.

w After children turn and talk, invite a few children 

to share their responses.

Summarize and Apply

Help children summarize the learning. Remind 

them to try some of the authors’ techniques in their 

own writing.

w Write Read Like a Writer at the top of the chart. 

Read it aloud. 

What does it mean to read like a writer?

Today during writing time, you can start a new 

book or continue working on one you’ve already 

started. As you write, think about the things 

you’ve noticed other writers doing and try one of these things in your own writing. 

You can look at the chart to get ideas.

Confer

w During independent writing, move around the room to confer briefly with as many individual 

children as time allows. Sit side by side with them and invite them to talk about trying an 

author’s technique in their own writing. Use prompts such as the following if needed.

• What are you writing about today?

• Would you like to try something new today in your writing?

• Look at the chart. Which of these things would you like to try?

• Is there a place in your story where you could add a speech bubble?

• What new thing did you try today? Why did you try that?

Share

Following independent writing, gather children in the meeting area to share their writing.

Who tried something new today in your writing?

What did you try?

Read Like a Writer

Writes facts in a
smaller size

Describes things 
with interesting 
words
Uses speech 
bubbles

Uses       and 
CAPITAL LETTERS

Repeats words 
and sentences

Nicola 
Davies

Mo 
Willems

Kevin 
Henkes

So you can tell 
them apart from 
the story
So you can make 
a picture in your 
mind
To show what the 
characters are 
saying in a fun 
way

To show what the 
characters sound 
like when they 
are speaking

To show that an 
idea is important

Author What does the
author do? Why?

FP21WML_G1.indb   381FP21WML_G1.indb   381
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Learn more about the power 
of writing minilessons.

Scan to read a related blog 
post now.
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230
Minilessons
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Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

The Writing Minilessons Book
Your Every Day Guide for Literacy Teaching, Grade 6

Now, with The Writing Minilessons Book at your fingertips:

Focus learning on a single idea so students can apply the learning and build on it daily 

Foster community through the development of shared language

Use an inquiry approach to support active, constructive learning

Make connections using mentor texts from interactive read-aloud and shared reading

Create relevance by linking to previous learning experiences

Expand students’ writing competencies and link them to reading 

Generate anchor charts with the whole group for student reference and support

Nurture student independence with opportunities to extend learning

Meet students’ needs and build on their strengths

780325 1188579

90000 >
ISBN  978-0-325-11885-7

A must-have resource for today’s classrooms

Increase the impact of your literacy instruction by implementing all of the 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ instructional contexts to create a complete, 

comprehensive, and coherent system of literacy education. 

fp.pub/community

66

The W
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Your Every Day Guide for 
Literacy Teaching

Develop students’ deep knowledge of literacy concepts with these must-have 
writing minilessons—200 concise, explicit, whole-group lessons with a purposeful 
application in building students’ literacy power. With The Writing Minilessons 
Book, engage students in inquiry that leads to the discovery and understanding 
of a general principle they can apply when they write. Principles are based on the 
behaviors and understandings in the one-of-a-kind, market-leading Fountas & 
Pinnell Literacy Continuum.

The writing minilessons in this book serve as a guide to a meaningful, systematic 
approach to literacy learning. When you surround students with literacy, provide them 
with time to write, encourage their efforts with enthusiasm, and gently guide them, 
you create the right conditions for them to grow into confident, engaged writers. Put 
writing minilessons into action and make learning visible for every child, every day.

230 MINILESSONS
Organized into these sections:

“Writing, along with 
talking and reading, 
is one of the vehicles 
for learning across 
the curriculum.”

—Irene C. Fountas 
and Gay Su Pinnell
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GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
A comprehensive collection of writing 

minilessons for your classroom.

Available for:

• Grade PreK: 125 lessons

• Grade K: 150 lessons

• Grade 1: 150 lessons

• Grade 2: 190 lessons

• Grade 3: 200 lessons

• Grade 4: 225 lessons

• Grade 5: 255 lessons

• Grade 6: 230 lessons

Scan or click 
to explore

Writing Minilessons

PURCHASING OPTIONS

WRITER’S NOTEBOOKS 
Take Student Writing to the Next Level

The Writer’s Notebooks pair perfectly with The 

Writing Minilessons Books to create a powerful 

writing experience for your students. Each 

Writer’s Notebook includes guided prompts to 

help students brainstorm, make connections, 

and think like a writer.

Visit Hein.pub/WritersNotebooks to learn more.

Create. Imagine. Learn.

Writing
oyful

Joyful W
riting in P

rekindergarten

in PreK

Irene C. Fountas & Gay Su Pinnell

100
Minilessons

INTERACTIVE WRITING  |  BUILDING COMMUNITY  |  TELLING STORIES  

MAKING BOOKS  |  DRAWING  |  EXPLORING EARLY WRITING

+ 25 INTERACTIVE WRITING LESSONS

Joyful Writing in Prekindergarten

WML 2
BCY.U3.WML2

WML 2
BCY.U3.WML2

Important Understanding 

Write and draw in the writing center.

Learning About Choice 
Time

You Will Need

 w a designated writing space

 w different sizes and shapes 
of paper (e.g., construction 
paper, cardstock)

 w blank stapled books

 w markers, crayons, pens, and 
pencils

 w scissors

 w glue

Important Vocabulary

 w supplies

MINILESSON

Before teaching this lesson, make sure you have taught children how to properly 
use writing and drawing tools. (See Umbrella 2: Using Writing and Drawing Tools.) 
You may want to prepare one child ahead of time to model how to get supplies and 
put them back. Engage children in a short demonstration of how to use the writing 
center. Here is an example. 

 w Show the writing center icon.  

This picture is for the writing center. When you put your name beside this 
picture, it means you will draw and write in the writing center. You can 
make books, write letters, and draw pictures in the writing center. 

 w Hold up some of the materials (for example, pencils, crayons, blank books). 

What do you notice about where the writing center materials are kept?

Everything belongs in its own place. Be sure to put things back where they 
belong. 

 w Have a child model how to get the materials, draw on a piece of paper, and put 
the materials back. Prepare the child beforehand to take one marker at a time. 

What did you notice about how ______ got his materials? He took one 
marker at a time and then put it back when he was finished. 

 w Invite another child to model how to take the cap off a marker and put it back on. 

What did you notice about how ______ took good care of the marker?

Listen for the clicking sound when you put the cap on markers and glue 
sticks so they don’t dry up.  

 w Show children where to put their finished work in the basket.  

16

GOAL

Learn how to follow routines in the writing center. 

WHY IT’S IMPORTANT

The writing center provides an opportunity for children to play at writing and begin to see 
themselves as authors. An organized writing center allows children to explore and create. In this 
center, they need to be taught explicitly how to retrieve materials, draw and write, put materials 
away, and place their finished work where it belongs.   

ASSESS LEARNING

 w Observe whether children choose the writing center as one of their choice activities. 

 w Observe how children take care of materials, such as markers and glue.

 w Notice if children place their finished work in a basket.  

http://Hein.pub/WritersNotebooks


Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Literacy Solutions: Whole-Group Learning14

Enhancing Comprehension: 

The Impact of  
Reading Minilessons

Reading Minilessons help guide students through the landscape of literature, offering clear 
direction for reading growth in Grades K-6. These short, focused lessons are designed to 
pinpoint key literacy concepts, turning the abstract into the accessible through practical, 
whole-group instruction.

With a wealth of lessons in each book, teachers are equipped 
to introduce the principles of reading that lead to profound 
understanding and enjoyment. Students are encouraged to apply 
these principles during their independent reading time—bridging 
the gap between instruction and practice.

• Strengthen Reading Foundations: Reading Minilessons 
concentrate on one significant idea at a time, allowing 
students to grasp and apply literacy principles during their 
independent reading.

• Harness Mentor Texts: Link lessons to rich mentor texts 
to help reinforce concepts and strategies through relevant, 
engaging reading experiences.

• Build a Reading Community: Unite the class with a shared 
language of reading, fostering a vibrant classroom environment 
where every student grows and contributes to the richness of 
learning.

Reading Minilessons are catalysts for literacy development. They support educators in 
instilling effective reading skills and strategies—setting students on the path to becoming 
independent, lifelong readers.

Why are reading 
minilessons so important?

Scan to read a related 
blog post now.

WHOLE-GROUP LEARNING



READER’S NOTEBOOKS 
Boost Student Reading Engagement

The Reader’s Notebooks complement The 

Reading Minilessons Books to enhance your 

students’ reading comprehension. Each Reader’s 

Notebook offers structured spaces for students 

to reflect, engage, and grow as readers.

Visit Hein.pub/ReadersNotebooks to learn more.

Umbrella 14: Understanding Characters in Stories 259

S
ection 2: Literary A

nalysis

Understanding Characters in Stories Umbrella 14

Minilessons in This Umbrella

RML1 Stories have important characters.

RML2 Sometimes the animals act like people in stories.

RML3 The words and pictures help you understand how a character feels.

RML4 Sometimes you feel like a character in a book.

Before Teaching Umbrella 14 Minilessons

Read and discuss books that have simple plots with one or two important characters 
whose feelings can be easily inferred from the pictures and words. Use the following 
books from the Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Interactive Read-Aloud Collection 
text sets, or choose other books that have one or two important characters.

Learning and Playing Together: School

Look Out Kindergarten, Here I Come! by Nancy Carlson

The Importance of Friendship

A Visitor for Bear by Bonny Becker

I Love You All Day Long by Francesca Rusackas

Yo! Yes? by Chris Raschka

Big Al and Shrimpy by Andrew Clements

As you read aloud and enjoy these texts together, help children

• notice and name important characters,

• notice when animals act like people,

• think about how the characters feel throughout the story, and

• think about a time they felt the way the characters feel.

School

Friendship

FP_RML_GK_LIT_U14_3pp.indd   259 3/20/18   3:13 PM

GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
A comprehensive collection of reading 

minilessons for your classroom.

Available for:

• Grade K: 150 lessons

• Grade 1: 175 lessons

• Grade 2: 190 lessons

• Grade 3: 200 lessons

• Grade 4: 225 lessons

• Grade 5: 255 lessons

• Grade 6: 230 lessons

Scan or click 
to explore

Reading Minilessons

PURCHASING OPTIONS

http://Hein.pub/ReadersNotebooks


Make the Biggest Impact with 
Powerful, Personalized Instruction

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ Small-Group 
and Independent Learning Difference

• Utilizes teacher expertise to implement targeted teaching and learning

• Increases confidence in readers

• Deepens critical thinking and comprehension

• Engages all students with diverse, relatable texts

• Boosts confidence in teachers with easy-to-teach lessons

• Encourages student agency through choice in Independent Reading

• Has cultivated strong readers and writers for decades 

 

Small-Group and 
Independent Literacy 
Solutions
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Targeted Literacy Growth: 

Guided Reading for 
Every Learner

Guided Reading is a responsive approach 
to literacy that brings the benefits of 
personalized instruction to every student 
in Grades K–6. By focusing on small-group 
settings, Guided Reading facilitates meaningful 
learning experiences—allowing each student to 
progress at their own pace.

This structured method combines original, 
engaging texts with explicit teaching strategies 
to support reading success. It’s a blend of 
foundational skills practice, comprehension 
development, and writing activities that guide 
students’ journey towards becoming confident readers and writers.

• Skillful Progression: Guided Reading lessons offer a scaffolded 
learning experience, enabling students to tackle more challenging 
texts with the support they need to succeed.

• Foundational Skills Application: Structured phonics and word 
study practice in Grades K–3* anchor Guided Reading, where daily 
practice with vibrant texts nurtures lasting literacy skills and fosters 
confident growth in every young reader.

• Diverse Reading Materials: A carefully curated collection of leveled 
books (offered digitally and in print) ensures that students have 
ready access to a variety of genres and topics, fostering a love for 
reading and a broad understanding of different subjects.

Guided Reading goes beyond just reading words; it’s about guiding students through new 
texts, encouraging them to apply strategic skills for understanding, and responding to the 
text to deepen their comprehension.

GR
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GRYou Will Need
• Transformed, Level U

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 
to download online resources to support 
this lesson, including:
• Recording Form 

Book  Transformed

Level  U

Author  Jacqueline Adams

Illustrator Craig Phillips

Genre  Fiction/Science 
Fiction (Humorous)

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level U in  
The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may  
be appropriate.

Reading
■■ Search for and use multiple 
sources of information. 
■■ Closely monitor understanding 
of texts using knowledge of 
wide range of genres and forms 
(science fiction). 
■■ Actively and consistently add 
to vocabulary through reading 
(transformed, interstellar 
biologist). 

■■ Understand that there may be 
different genres and special forms 
in each of the larger categories of 
fiction and nonfiction. 
■■ Infer character development from 
evidence in behavior and as well 
as reasons for change. 
■■ Infer the larger messages—you 
can’t always trust that another 
person’s knowledge is correct; 
sometimes you have to find 
things out for yourself. 

Word Work
■■ Recognize and use words that 
have similar meanings because 
they have the same word root.

Writing About Reading
■■ Predict what a character is likely 
to do next or after the story ends 
and support with evidence from 
the text.

Analysis of Book Characteristics Transformed, Level U
How The Book Works This science fiction book is written in first-person narrative in chronological sequence. Dr. 
Waa, an alien, is sent to Earth to bring back something worth studying. She goes to Earth in the form of a dog and is 
captured and brought to a dog shelter. 

Genre/Form
■■ Fiction
■■ Science Fiction (Humorous)

Text Structure
■■ Text with multiple episodes that 
are elaborated with many details
■■ Book with sections connected to a 
single plot

Content
■■ Content interesting to and 
relevant for the reader (an alien 
visits Earth)

Themes and Ideas
■■ Text with abstract themes that 
require inferential thinking 
(pleasing difficult people, doing 
one’s best, compassion for 
animals

Language and Literary 
Features
■■ Some settings distant in 
geography (alien planet)
■■ Basic motifs of modern fantasy 
(transformations)
■■ Descriptive language (The 
levitation beam lowered me into 
a world of green plants and blue 
sky.)

Sentence Complexity
■■ Some long sentences with 
more than twenty words (They 
were filled with a jumble of 
unidentifiable objects, but I 
observed that the odors coming 
from each were very complex and 
strong.)

Vocabulary
■■ Many words that appear in the 
vocabulary of mature language 
users (Tier 2) (vaporized, 
tentacles, species, hoisted)

Words
■■ Many multisyllable words 
(biologists, abilities, identified, 
unidentifiable)
■■ Base words with affixes 
(annoyance, assignment, 
personally, unfamiliar)

Illustrations
■■ Illustrations that enhance and 
extend meaning in the text

Book and Print Features
■■ Headings
■■ Epilogue
■■ Ellipsis for interrupted speech

1© 2020 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

What are the benefits 
of Guided Reading?

Scan to read a related blog 
post now.

SMALL-GROUP AND INDEPENDENT LEARNING
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Available for:

• Grade K*: 200 titles

• Grade 1*: 200 titles

• Grade 2*: 200 titles

• Grade 3*: 200 titles

• Grade 4: 180 titles

• Grade 5: 170 titles

• Grade 6: 150 titles

GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
Get the complete, comprehensive grade-

level collections for your school.

DIGITAL RESOURCES
Access all your essential planning and 

teaching resources on a secure, student-

friendly digital platform.

• Access a comprehensive collection 

of 1,300 Guided Reading eBook 

titles across various text levels.

• Roster students, create groups, and 

assign eBooks and digital activities 

for students to access in school or 

at home.

• At Grades K–3, assign individualized 

phonics activities to students for 

foundational literacy skills practice.

• Enjoy the freedom to download and 

print lessons as you need.

Scan or click 
to explore

Guided Reading

PURCHASING OPTIONS

Chipmunk ran under the bushes 

and over the log. He ran 

around the tree.

He ran right into Snail.

10

Chipmunk said, “Why didn’t 

you come to my house for lunch? 

I thought you liked apples.”

Snail said, “I am coming. 

I have been coming all day.”

11

Lunch with Snail
by Jacqueline Adams

illustrated by Kathi Ember
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• Chester’s Sweater, Level J
• whiteboards
• wipe-off markers

Visit resources.fountasandpinnell.com 
to download online resources to support 
this lesson, including: 
• Recording Form 

Book   Chester’s Sweater

Level   J

Author   Catherine Nichols

Illustrator Hannah McCaffery

Genre  Fiction/Animal 
Fantasy

Series   Chester and Friends 
Series

Goals
Think about the readers and the behaviors and understandings to notice, teach for, and support at Level J in  
The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum. Select goals that match the needs of your students. The following may  
be appropriate.

Reading
■■ Reread to search for and use 
information from language or 
meaning.
■■ Use word parts to problem solve 
new words.
■■ Notice periods, quotation marks, 
commas, exclamation marks, 
and question marks, and begin 
to reflect them with the voice 
through intonation and pausing.

■■ Understand the meanings of 
adjectives describing a sweater 
(soft, wool).
■■ Make connections among books 
in a series.
■■ Infer meaning of content from 
pictures that add meaning to the 
text.

Phonics/Letter and  
Word Work
■■ Take apart compound words and 
notice parts that appear in many 
compound words.

Writing About Reading
■■ Discuss a problem in a story and 
the solution.
■■ Express opinions about how a 
character acts.

Analysis of Book Characteristics Chester’s Sweater, Level J
How The Book Works This animal fantasy is told in third-person narrative in chronological sequence over two days. 
The problem arises when the main character gets his new sweater caught on a nail as he goes out to see his friend. The 
sweater unravels completely, but he has no idea. His friend Dolly gives him a new one, but it snags on the same nail 
and unravels, too.

Genre/Form
■■ Fiction
■■ Animal fantasy
■■ Series book

Text Structure
■■ Narrative text with 
straightforward structure 
(beginning, series of episodes, 
and an ending)

Content
■■ Familiar content (friendship, 
presents)

Themes and Ideas
■■ Concrete themes close to 
students’ experience (friendship, 
feelings)
■■ Ideas close to students’ 
experience (giving gifts, 
surprising others, problem 
solving)

Language and Literary 
Features
■■ Descriptive language
■■ Plot that includes multiple 
episodes
■■ Clear evidence of character 
attributes
■■ Elements of fantasy (animals 
talking)

Sentence Complexity
■■ Some sentences beginning with 
subordinate clauses (When Dolly 
opened the door, Chester twirled 
around for her.)
■■ Sentences with simple common 
connectives

Vocabulary
■■ Most vocabulary words known by 
children through oral language, 
listening to stories, or reading

Words
■■ Many two- and three-syllable 
words (present, perfectly, 
another)
■■ One four-syllable word (anybody)
■■ Plurals (peas, friends)
■■ A variety of high-frequency words 
(said, from, down)
■■ Contractions and possessives 
(didn’t, couldn’t, Dolly’s)
■■ Compound words (outside)

Illustrations
■■ Illustrations of the important 
content and ideas in the text
■■ Illustrations that enhance and 
extend meaning in the text

Book and Print Features
■■ Many lines of text on a page of 
print
■■ Italics for emphasis
■■ Embedded handwritten note
■■ Periods, commas, quotation 
marks, question marks, and 
exclamation marks

1© 2018 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. 

*Guided Reading Grades K–3 have been newly updated (©2024). Contact your 

local Heinemann sales rep to purchase or upgrade.
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Empower Readers:  

Book Clubs for 
Thoughtful Discussion

Book Clubs ignite student engagement and 
ownership of learning. By offering a platform for 
students to discuss and dive deep into texts, Book 
Clubs facilitate a collaborative learning experience 
that empowers students to articulate their thoughts 
and listen to the perspectives of others.

Structured around captivating books that spark 
lively discussions, Book Clubs encourage students to 
synthesize their literacy skills in a communal setting. 
They apply critical thinking, share insights, and explore texts 
collectively, fostering a deeper comprehension and a sense 
of investment in their reading journey.

• Encourage Independent Thinking and Student 
Choice: Get students to take charge of their learning, 
applying critical literacy skills to analyze and discuss 
texts with autonomy and insight.

• Cultivate Collaborative Learning: Create a 
classroom where students engage in meaningful 
dialogue, exchanging ideas and building collective 
understandings that enrich everyone’s reading 
experience.

• Simplify Planning and Prep: Discussion cards provide teachers with 
an overview of each book feature and instructional support to utilize 
as teachers support groups of readers during their discussion.

Book Clubs bring the joy of reading to life, as students find their voices and develop the 
confidence to express complex ideas with their peers.

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell children when you will be meeting. To prepare for our book club, read or listen to 

the book and think what you want to say about it. Use a sticky note to mark one or two 

places that you want to talk about. 

Discuss the Book
Invite children to share parts of the book they want to talk about, using details 

from illustrations and text to support points made in discussion. Have them 

provide evidence for their thinking. If needed, select from the following prompts 

to support thinking and talking.

Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

Let’s talk about the important things that 

happened to Miles in this story. Who would like 

to get us started?

◗◗ Who else has something to add to that?

◗◗ What are some other important things that

happened to Miles?

Miles seems pretty excited about going to 

get his first haircut in the beginning, but he 

gradually gets more and more nervous. When 

did you notice him first starting to get worried?

◗◗ How do you know that?

◗◗ Can you take us to a place in the book that

shows that?

Doing new things can be challenging. Have you 

ever had to overcome a fear and try something 

new like this? How did you feel?

◗◗ I like the way you’re connecting Miles’s

experiences to your own. 

◗◗ What are some other connections you had to

the character?

Do you think Miles learned anything from his 

experience? Talk about what you think he 

learned.

◗◗ I see why you would think that. Can you

add more?

◗◗ What might happen the next time Miles is faced

with something scary?

 It seems like Miles was able to overcome his 

fear of getting a haircut in the end. I wonder if 

his dad and the other men in the barbershop 

helped. What do you think?

◗◗ Can you find a passage that shows this?

◗◗ Let’s talk more about that. What are some of the

things that make Miles feel better?

 The title of the book, “Bippity Bop Barbershop” 

is very unique. Do you think it’s a good title for 

this book? Why or why not?

◗◗ Tell me about your thinking.

◗◗ What makes the language in this book different

or unique?

The illustrations in the book are full of 

interesting details about Miles’ neighborhood. 

Who can take us to a place in the book that 

gives an example?

◗◗ Can you show me where that is in the
illustrations?

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite children to self-evaluate how well they listened to each other, as 

well as their participation and contribution to helping one another building understanding 

of the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Write About Reading
Miles learned how to be brave in this story. Write a paragraph about a time when you 

learned to overcome your fears. 

© 2019 by Irene C. Fountas and Gay Su Pinnell from Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann. All rights reserved.

FPC_BC_G2_1pp_BippityBop.indd   2 3/27/2018   1:37:20 PM

Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Illustrator
Genre
Text Set 8

Bippity Bop Barbershop
2
Natasha Anastasia Tarpley
E. B. Lewis
Realistic Fiction
Genre Study: Realistic Fiction

Book Talk
Doing something new for the first time can be exciting, but it can also be scary. In this story, 
a boy named Miles is worried about getting his first haircut—What if the barber accidentally 
cuts off his ear? With the help of his dad, Miles finds a way to overcome his fear.

Summary 
A little boy, Miles, and his father head to the barbershop for Miles’ first haircut. As Miles 
waits, he begins to grow more and more nervous. When it’s his turn, Miles is reminded to be 
brave, but his fear gets the best of him. Dad coaches him through this scary time, and Miles 
overcomes his fear by thinking of his brave dad. He even chooses a haircut just like him. 
Messages
It’s important to try new things, even if they scare you. Family and friends can help you 
get through difficult times.

Important Text Characteristics:
■■ This book is a simple narrative with a straightforward structure, problem, and solution
■■ Content that is appropriate for children’s cognitive development, social and emotional
maturity, and life experiences (community, family relationships, overcoming fears, etc.)
■■ Colorful watercolor illustrations that provide additional detail about characters and setting

Begin numbering this book 
on the left-hand page with 
body text beginning: “Early 
Saturday morning . . .”

Listening and Speaking
■■ Use details from illustrations and text
to support points made in discussion
■■ Actively participate in the give and take
of conversation

Building Deep Understanding
■■ Infer that Miles is growing more and
more nervous about getting his haircut
as the story progresses

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 2 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

■■ Tell the important events of a story, and
understand how Miles’ dad helps him
overcome his fear
■■ Compare personal knowledge and
experiences with what is read

Writing About Reading
■■ Write about connections between the
ideas in the text and children’s own life
experiences
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Get 7 useful tips for better 
book club discussions.

Scan to read a related blog post now.
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Facilitating the Discussion Suggested Prompts

The author switches from Sylvia’s story to 
Aki’s story and then back again. Is this a good 
way to tell the story?

◗◗ Why or why not? Say more about your thinking.  

◗◗ Does anyone see it another way? 

Talk about the different fences in the book. 
Why do you think the author keeps describing 
them? What big idea is she getting at?

◗◗ Can you say more about that? 

◗◗ Did anyone else think that?

Talk about Sylvia’s sense of connection to Aki 
and how it grows over time.

◗◗ Can you say more about why Sylvia feels  
that way?

◗◗ Who can add to that?

Sylvia and her brothers can go to Westminster 
School if their father will drop the case. What 
do you think of his decision?

◗◗ Do you agree or disagree with their  
father’s decision? 

◗◗ How do you think the author feels about it?

What do you learn from the proverbs at the 
beginning of the chapters? Why do you think 
the author includes them?

◗◗ Can you give a specific example?

◗◗ What do you think the author wants you to take 
with you from this book? 

Evaluate the Discussion
Refer to the goals. Invite students to self-evaluate how well they listened to one another, as 
well as their participation and contribution to helping one another build understanding of  
the book. 

Extend the Discussion: Further Response 
The girls exchange dolls at the end of the book. Why do you think they do that? Write your 
ideas, including details from the story.

B
C5

67
8

Discuss the Book
■◗ Invite students to talk about the book. Remind them to take the group to places in  

 the book they have marked and want to talk about. 
■◗ Facilitate the discussion by guiding students to think about the big ideas in the text.  

 Additional suggestions to guide the discussion are provided below.

Prepare for the Discussion
Tell students that you will meet to discuss the book. To prepare for our book club, read or listen 
to the book. You may want to use sticky notes to mark pages that you want to talk about.
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Book Clubs

Title
Grade
Author
Genre
Text Set 7

Sylvia & Aki
4
Winifred Conkling
Fiction/Historical
Historical Fiction

Book Talk
When Aki and her family are sent to a desert camp during World War II just because they 
are Japanese, Sylvia and her family move into their house. But life is hard for this Mexican 
family, too. Read Sylvia & Aki to find out what happens to both families.

Summary
Based on real events and people, this novel alternates between Sylvia’s story and Aki’s. 
When Aki’s family is sent to a Japanese internment camp, Sylvia’s family leases their farm. 
When Sylvia and her brothers are not allowed to register at the same school Aki attends, 
Sylvia’s father sues the schools over the policy. Meanwhile Aki’s family deals with the 
harsh conditions at the camp. The stories come together when Sylvia writes Aki and then 
visits her. Ultimately, Mendez vs. Westminster School District led to the desegregation of 
California schools. 

Messages and Themes 
■■ For a society to be fair or just, all people must be treated fairly or justly. 
■■ It takes courage to persist against tremendous odds. 
■■ It is important to fight discrimination wherever it exists. 
■■ Friendships with people from other cultures and backgrounds enrich us.

Goals
Refer to The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum for Grade 4 and 
choose appropriate goals. Consider these:

Continuum 
Connection

GRADES  

PreK–8
GRADES  

The Fountas&Pinnell

A Tool for Assessment, Planning, and Teaching

Continuum
Literacy

Expanded E D I T I O N

Listening and Speaking
■■ Monitor your participation and learn how 
to encourage others to participate
■■ Compare and contrast people, places,  
and events 

Building Deep Understanding 
■■ Understand the differences and similarities 
between the two girls’ experiences 

■■ Infer that the fences stand for unjust forms 
of segregation that affect Aki and Sylvia
■■ Understand the time of the setting and why 
a lawsuit against the school was needed

Extend the Discussion
■■ Write to explain the significance of the girls 
exchanging dolls at the end of the book
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GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
A comprehensive grade-level collection for 

every classroom.

Available for:

• Grade K: 32 titles

• Grade 1: 32 titles

• Grade 2: 32 titles

• Grade 3: 32 titles

• Grade 4: 48 titles

• Grade 5: 48 titles

• Grade 6: 48 titles

TEXT SET COLLECTIONS
Pre-configured, theme-based text sets 

for individual purchase. Each text set 

comes with six copies of four different 

books, accompanying discussion cards, 

and an inquiry overview card.  

Scan or click 
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Navigating Stories: 

Independent Reading 
for Individual Growth

Independent Reading equips students in Grades K-6 with a diverse 
library of literature that encourages self-directed literary exploration. 
This resource helps foster a personal connection with books, inviting 
students to discover and immerse themselves in texts that align with 
their individual interests and skills.

With a wealth of high-quality trade books at their fingertips, students 
gain the invaluable experience of choosing what they read. This 
freedom not only enhances their enjoyment and engagement with 
texts but also increases their reading stamina and fluency.

• Encourage Choice and Agency: Empower students to select 
from a wide array of books, fostering independence and a 
sense of ownership over their reading journeys.

• Build Reading Stamina: Through daily engagement with 
texts they enjoy, students naturally increase their reading 
volume, strengthening their ability to tackle more complex 
texts over time.

• Confer with Confidence: Tailored conferring cards help 
guide one-on-one conversations, enabling teachers to 
support each student’s reading choices and deepen their 
comprehension and self-reflection.

Designed to complement a robust literacy curriculum, Independent Reading offers a 
personalized approach that supports the development of lifelong reading habits and a vibrant 
community of readers in every classroom.

Why is independent reading 
so important for students? 

Scan to read a related blog post now.
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If children liked this book, they might enjoy these  books about water animals found in the Independent  Reading Collection:

Conferring PromptsHave a brief conversation to check in on the child’s enjoyment and understanding of 

the book, and to answer any questions. Some of the following prompts may be helpful 

depending on where the child is in reading the book. Sample and support the child’s oral 

reading and discuss writing in the Reader’s Notebook if appropriate. 

Book Choice and Engagement
■■ I see you chose a nonfiction book about animals. What do you like about these

kinds of books?
■■ What did you think about this book? Did you make a good choice? Talk about that.

Thinking Within the Text■■ Talk about some facts you learned from this book. Which was the most interesting

or surprising?
■■ What does Seal do in this book? Talk about how he finds food.

Thinking Beyond the Text■■ What information about seals do you think is missing or could be added to

this book?
■■ How do you think the author feels about seals? How do you know?

Thinking About the Text■■ Do you think it was a good choice to use illustrations instead of photographs? Why

do you think that?■■ The seal facts are in a different size from the other words in the story. Was that a

good idea? Talk about why you think the author did that.
Writing About Reading Prompts
You may want to select from the following prompts to engage children in sharing their 

thinking about the book through drawing or writing in the Reader’s Notebook.

Thinking Within the Text■■ Write about how Seal hunts for food. Draw a picture to go with your writing.

Thinking Beyond the Text■■ Write about why it is important to learn about seals.

Thinking About the Text■■ Write a letter to your teacher. Tell what makes the illustrations so good.

FPC_IR_G2_B1_PPDF_SeeWhatASealCanDo_5425.indd   2
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Independent Reading
Conferring Card
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Book Talk
Have you ever seen a seal in real life? This book has gorgeous illustrations and 
fascinating facts about seals. Did you know that seals can close their throats so they 
don’t swallow too much water when they’re eating underwater? And just look at these 
illustrations. Don’t they almost look like photographs? If you like learning about animals, 
I bet you’ll enjoy this book.

Summary
This narrative story of a gray seal out looking for food is interspersed with animal 
facts (in smaller type) and illustrated with accurate, detailed, and wondrously playful 
illustrations. Readers learn how seals move on land and in water, and how they find and 
catch food, as well as many other facts. The book includes a diagram of seal types on 
the endpapers, an introduction to wild seals on the copyright page, and an index.

Focus on Text Structure
The two types of text running through the book are what make its structure special. 
Point out to readers that the main narrative follows Seal as he searches for, catches, 
and eats food in his ocean home. Prompt children to talk about what the smaller text 
does. (gives additional facts) Have children talk about ways this book can be read. Can 
someone read the big text alone? What about jumping around and reading all the facts 
in little text? Invite children to talk about why they think the author wrote the book this 
way and give their opinion of the structure.

Title See What a Seal Can Do

Grade 2

Author Chris Butterworth

Illustrator Kate Nelms

Genre Nonfiction/Narrative

Message(s) The natural world is full of wondrous and 
fascinating creatures. Animals have a 
variety of characteristics that make them 
uniquely adapted to their specific habitats.
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If children liked this book, 
they might enjoy these  
books about playing  
found in the Independent 
Reading Collection:

Conferring Prompts
Have a brief conversation to check in on the child’s enjoyment and understanding of 
the book, and to answer any questions. Some of the following prompts may be helpful 
depending on where the child is in reading the book. Sample and support the child’s oral 
reading and discuss writing in the Reader’s Notebook if appropriate. 

Book Choice and Engagement
■■ What about this book made you laugh?

■■ Would you like to read more Elephant and Piggie books? Why?

Thinking Within the Text 
■■ What is the problem in this story?

■■ Let’s talk about how the characters solve the problem.

Thinking Beyond the Text 
■■ How do you know the characters are friends?

■■ What is the author trying to say about friendship?

Thinking About the Text 
■■ Talk about the print features (speech bubbles, special fonts, sound effects). What do
you learn from these features?

■■ How do the illustrations help you understand how the characters are feeling?

Writing About Reading Prompts
You may want to select from the following prompts to engage children in sharing their 
thinking about the book through drawing or writing in the Reader’s Notebook.

Thinking Within the Text
■■ Write one or two sentences that tell the important things that happen in the story.
You can draw a picture.

Thinking Beyond the Text 
■■ Draw three pictures that show how the snake feels at the beginning, the middle,
and at the end of the story. Write something about each picture.

Thinking About the Text 
■■ Write about what seemed funny to you in this story.
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Independent Reading
Conferring Card
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Book Talk
Have you read any Elephant and Piggie stories? This one is funny, like the others. Gerald 
the elephant and Piggie are playing catch when a snake asks if it can play with them. 
They say OK, but there’s a problem: snakes don’t have arms. Wait until you see the 
solution they come up with!

Summary
In this story, best friends Gerald the elephant and Piggie are about to play catch when a 
snake appears and asks, “Can I play too?” Elephant and Piggie awkwardly explain that 
one needs arms for playing catch and that that the snake doesn’t have arms. The snake 
feigns surprise at his lack of arms, revealing a sense of humor that Gerald and Piggie 
appreciate, and they accept the snake for who it is. They attempt a game of catch, but 
the ball hits the snake in the head over and over with a BONK! Determined to include 
their new friend, Piggie has an idea (represented by a compact fluorescent lightbulb 
above her head). The solution, which to everyone’s delight, is to use the snake as a ball.

Focus on Themes and Ideas 
The main themes in this story are friendship, acceptance, and perseverance. Gerald and 
Piggie accept the snake as a friend, despite its lack of arms. The snake is willing to try 
playing catch, even though it doesn’t know if it will succeed. And Gerald and Piggie show 
sympathy in their repeated attempts to solve the problem. Ask children to point out 
pages that support these themes.

Title Can I Play Too? (Elephant and Piggie)

Grade 1

Author/
Illustrator Mo Willems

Genre Fiction/Animal Fantasy

Message(s) Friends are not always alike. Accept 
others for who they are. Sometimes the 
best solution to a problem is the easiest 
solution.
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Independent Reading
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GRADE-LEVEL COLLECTIONS 
A comprehensive grade-level collection for 

every classroom.

Available for:

• Grade K: 150 titles
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Professional Learning for 
Fountas & Pinnell Classroom
Achieve professional growth and student success with tailored 
professional learning from Heinemann

PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Implementation Support
Included with qualifying Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ purchases

Getting Started 
Build teacher confidence for a successful Fountas & Pinnell Classroom implementation  
with Getting Started session(s). Educators will learn the lesson structure and essential 
components of each Context they will be using, ensuring that teachers feel both supported 
and excited about their new curriculum. 
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Personalized Instructional Coaching 
Support teachers with personalized coaching sessions tailored to high-impact instructional 
strategies, planning, and the realization of classroom goals.

Expert coaches will guide teachers to success through year-long collaboration in cohorts of up 
to 20 educators, facilitating instruction planning and the effective implementation of Fountas & 
Pinnell Classroom in the classroom. 

Heinemann provides online, in-person, and blended coaching to offer personalized support for 
seamlessly integrating Fountas & Pinnell Classroom into teachers’ daily instructional practices. 

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Instructional Contexts Courses 
Equip teachers with essential skills to elevate their effectiveness in teaching Fountas & Pinnell 
Classroom with our Instructional Context sessions. Heinemann instructional coaches respond to 
the unique needs of educators using a flexible framework designed to address the general learning 
goals of the District. These in-person or live online courses provide tools and strategies to deepen 
educator knowledge and use of each Context and enhance teaching effectiveness, leading to 
improved student outcomes.

Live Online Literacy Courses 
Live online course modules equip teachers with tools and strategies to enhance their 
implementation of Heinemann’s Fountas & Pinnell Classroom Contexts.

Tailor your professional development plan by selecting from over 30 available literacy 
practice topics. View the complete list of available live online course modules.

Instructional Context 6-Hour Courses:

• Phonics, Spelling, and 
Word Study

• �Guided Reading

• �Shared Reading

• �Book Clubs

• �Interactive Read-Aloud 

• �Writing Minilessons 

• �Reading Minilessons 

• �Independent Reading  

Ongoing Professional Learning
Additional opportunities to support teachers as they work 
towards their professional goals



Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ Literacy Solutions: Supporting Resources26

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum:  A Tool for 
Assessment, Planning, and Teaching, PreK–8 Second Edition 
The essential tool to guide your assessment, activate 
responsive teaching, and support your students on their 
language and literacy journey. The Literacy Continuum 
provides a way to look for specific evidence of learning 
from Grades PreK–8, across eight instructional contexts.

The Literacy Continuum [print] PreK-8 

The Literacy Continuum, Expanded Digital Edition (digital) PreK-8 

Study Guide available at fountasandpinnell.com

Continuo de la lectoescritura, Grados PreK–8  
Instrumento para la evaluación, planificación y enseñanza, 
Expanded Edition  

These curricular resources provide a common 
vision of what PreK–8, Spanish-speaking children 
need to be able to do as competent readers, 
writers, and language users by providing a 
framework for planning, links from assessment to 
instruction, and tools for evaluation.

Continuo de la lectoescritura (English) PreK-8 

Continuo de la lectoescritura totalmente en español 

(Spanish) PreK-8

The Literacy Quick Guide 

The Literacy Quick Guide provides a concise description 
of a coherent literacy system in which all instructional 
contexts are reciprocally connected to improve student 
outcomes. This information-packed guide provides an 
important look at reading, writing, talking, and word 
study, while succinctly describing research-based 
instructional practices for high-impact literacy teaching.

The Literacy Quick Guide PreK-8

The Fountas & Pinnell Literacy Continuum

SAVE BY BUNDLING DIGITAL AND PRINT!

Teacher information in English Teacher information in Spanish

Introduction
A Design for Responsive Literacy Teaching

Reading
Introduction

A Design for Responsive Literacy Teaching
Reading

SUPPORTING RESOURCES
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Contact us:
fountasandpinnell.com | 800.225.5800 | custserv@heinemann.com

Support word recognition and 
language comprehension with a 

comprehensive approach to literacy.

Fountas & Pinnell Classroom™ and Fountas & Pinnell Literacy™ are trademarks of Heinemann. ©Heinemann. 
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